IOWA'S
COMMUNITY
COLLEGES
Federal Legislative Priorities

1 in 10 Iowans In the most recent
in all 99 counties year available, Iowa's
engaged in our Community Colleges
programs
contributed $5.4
A record 69,614
students (11%
increase) enrolled
in online courses
All 15 Iowa
Community Colleges served over
127,000 students in
credit programs &
more than 145,000
in non-credit programs during the
2019-2020
academic year

billion to Iowa's
economy and
supported over
107,000 jobs.

Minority enrollment
increased to a
record high of
23.7%
Partnered with over
9,300 businesses on job
training and skilled
worker programs

Joint enrollment
of high school
students
increased 2.4%, a
record high of
51,800 students
accounting for
40.8% of total
enrollment &
25.6% of total
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OUR PRIORITIES

FOCUS STUDENT TAX POLICY
Currently, Pell Grant awards can be taxed, a
burden to our most vulnerable students. We
also support altering the Lifetime Learning
Tax Credit (LLC) to provide 100% of the first
$2,000 of tuition and fees for job training.

INVEST IN HIGHER
EDUCATION AND
WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT

FUND COMMUNITY COLLEGES & THEIR
STUDENTS TO MEET PANDEMIC CHALLENGES
Statewide, Community Colleges lost more than $21 million
(due to revenue declines and added costs) during just the
first two months of the COVID-19 pandemic alone. These
losses have continued to compound this year. Meanwhile
Iowa’s Community Colleges have stepped up to meet
student and community needs by offering in-person
experiences wherever possible, pivoted to offering safe,
online courses for those who need them, and met
community needs by providing PPE, serving as testing
sites, and sharing facilities with local health care. We have
joined with others in higher education to request $97.3
billion in new assistance. We also support the call for
investment that builds on the demonstrated success of the
Trade Adjustment Assistance Community College and
Career Training (TAACCCT) grant program, tightly linking
training programs to jobs as the economy recovers.

The following programs are essential to
Community College students and continued
funding of them is critical: Federal
Supplemental Education Opportunity Grants
(FSEOG), Child Care Access Means Parents
in School (CCAMPIS), TRIO, and GEAR UP.
Additionally, increasing funding for Perkins
Career and Technical Education (CTE)
programs, Adult Education State Grants,
state grants under the Workforce Innovation
and Opportunity Act (WIOA), and NSF’s
Advanced Technological Education (ATE)
program would provide more opportunities
for job training.

REAUTHORIZE THE HIGHER
EDUCATION ACT
Modernize higher education funding by
updating this law for the first time since
2008 and creating aligned national
programs to enhance Community College
student access and success. This includes
increasing the maximum award for Pell
grants offered to the more than 25,000 Iowa
Community College students annually. We
also support extending Pell eligibility to
short-term training programs and supporting students in meeting their basic
needs while in college.
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