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AROUND THE CAPITOL 

 
 
The Legislature convened Monday morning, with short organizing sessions in the House and Senate.  Legislators 
will hold the traditional joint conventions this week for the Condition of the State speech by Governor Reynolds, 
the Condition of the Judiciary by Chief Justice Christensen and the Condition of the Guard speech by the 
Adjutant General of the National Guard, Major General Benjamin Correll. 

The Governor will speak at 6 PM Tuesday evening, rather than on Tuesday morning.  Chief Justice Christensen 
will deliver the Condition of the Judiciary speech on Wednesday morning, and General Correll will deliver the 
Condition of the Guard speech on Thursday morning. 

The Senate welcomed Senator David Rowley, who replaces Senator Whiting in Senate 1.  The Senate remains at 
32 Republicans and 18 Democrats.  The House added two new members, with Republicans flipping a seat 
previously held by the Democrats so that Republicans have a 60-40 advantage. 
 

REMARKS FROM HOUSE LEADERS 

 
 

Speaker Grassley said that the state takes more in taxes than it needs and that "Iowans deserve to have that 
money back.”  He said that due to responsible budgeting practices, the emergency funds are full, the Taxpayer 
Relief Fund has more than $1 billion dollars and that the state has a healthy ending balance. 

He said that like much of the country, Iowa is facing a workforce shortage.  Grassley said that the state will  
need a “holistic approach’ to solve the workforce shortages, and part of the solution will need to be affordable 
childcare.  He said improving access to affordable childcare will be a priority for House Republicans.  Speaker 
Grassley also welcomed two new members to the Legislature:  Representative Bousselot, who won a special 
election to replace Representative Landon in Ankeny, and Representative Dunwell, who replaces Representative 
Breckenridge in Newton. 

House Majority Leader Windschitl said that the state should not force additional mandates on employers.  He 
said that the state has to trust Iowans to make the best choice for themselves regarding the COVID pandemic.  
echoed Grassley, telling lawmakers they should focus on policies to make Iowans more free.  He said that 
legislators need to work on policies that will make Iowans more free.  

mailto:barbara.hunt@ialns.com
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REMARKS FROM SENATE LEADERS 

 
 

Senator Whitver said that has been rated as one of the best states in the country and is the state that has best 
withstood the COVID pandemic.  He said due to Republican control, “Iowa’s success is no longer subjective - it’s 
objective.”  Whitver said that one of the priorities for Republicans over the last five years has been tax reform.  
He said that the state has simplified its complicated income tax system but said that the state still has “more 
work to do.”  He said that states with high taxes have been losing population and legislators must act in order 
“to attract new residents and create new career opportunities.”  Whitver said that Republican policies have 
worked well and that state needs to cut taxes because the current policies have led to ”to an overcollection  
of taxes on hard working Iowans.” 

Whitver said childcare can be made more affordable for working parents by eliminating “outdated licensing 
requirements and make sure someone with the necessary training and skills can get to work sooner, without 
government-imposed delays. 

Senate President Chapman said that the state economy is flourishing because of the fiscal responsibility of 
Republicans.  He said that the state should take a “bold stand” and look at “the total elimination of income 
taxes.”  Chapman said that the Legislature needs to take a stand against bad media.  He said some teachers are 
“disguising sexually obscene material as desired subject matter” and that said legislators should enact additional 
penalties for exposing children to obscene material.  Chapman said that the Legislature should “take whatever 
steps necessary to defend the dignity of life” after any expected rulings by the US Supreme Court. 

 

REMARKS FROM DEMOCRATIC LEADERS 

 
 

Senator Wahls said that the session “should be laser-focused on the Reynolds Workforce Crisis.”  Wahls said that 
Republican policies over the past five years have put Iowa on the wrong track.  He said that those policies have 
led to the decline in the number of Iowans in the workforce over the last decade and made the workforce 
shortage in Iowa “significantly worse in Iowa.”  Wahls said that if Republican proposals worked, “talented, 
younger Americans would be flocking to live and work in Iowa.” 

Wahls said that Republican policies are responsible for “hollowing out rural Iowa” and that rural communities 
bear the brunt of the problems created by teacher shortages, delivery of health care shortages and lack of high-
speed internet in rural Iowa.  He said that Iowa teachers are overworked and underpaid and that schools have 
resorted to increasing class sizes in order to deal with a shortage of teachers and substitutes.  Wahls said Iowans 
are paying more for health care due to Medicaid managed care and due to the failure of the state to deal with 
COVID.  He said that most of the money the state has out into improving rural broadband has come from federal 
relief legislation and not the state.  Wahls said that the state needs to move away culture war issues and 
increase funding for public schools and career training and help working Iowans find affordable childcare. 

House Minority Leader Konfrst said that legislators can use the session to help Iowa grow or they can approve 
tax cuts that bust the state budget and fail to fix the underlying problems in the state.  She said divisive issues 
that make the state less welcoming should not be prioritized over the issues that matter to young families.  
Konfrst said that young families want to see that they have access to health care and that their children can 
attend good public schools.  She said Iowans need higher wages, affordable childcare and better housing 
options.  Konfrst said that a final issue that legislators must confront is the issue of misinformation.  She said 
that elected officials “can no longer ignore the lies and misinformation so pervasive today” and that they “have 
a deep responsibility to not just tell the truth, but defend the truth and hold each other accountable.”  
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TODAY IN THE LEGISLATURE 

 
 

House Files:  none 
House Study Bills:  none 
 
Resolutions INTRODUCED by the House and ADOPTED by the House & Senate:  (3) 
HCR 101 CONDITION OF THE STATE 

Sets Tuesday, January 11, 2022 at 6 PM for the Condition of the State speech by Governor Reynolds. 

HCR 102 CONDITION OF THE JUDICIARY 
Sets Wednesday, January 12, 2021 at 10 AM for the Condition of the Judiciary speech by Chief Justice 
Christensen. 

HCR 103 CONDITION OF THE GUARD 
Sets Thursday, January 13, 2022 at 10 AM for the Condition of the Guard speech by Major General  
Benjamin Correll, the Adjutant General of the Iowa National Guard. 

 
Senate Files:  2 (SF 2001 - SF 2002) 
Senate Study Bills:  none 
 
 
 
 

SENATE FILES (SF 2001 – SF 2002  )
 

 

SF 2001 VEHICLE INSURANCE PROOF (Green) (Transportation) 
Requires vehicle owners to certify financial liability coverage before a vehicle registration can be renewed.  
Allows the use of an insurance card or other documentation approved by the DOT. 

SF 2002 2ND AMENDMENT PROTECTIONS (Nunn) (Judiciary) 
Establishes the 2nd Amendment Preservation Act.  Affirms the authority of Iowa to regulate firearms within 
its border and prohibits the enforcement of federal actions to own firearms.  Requires courts and law 
enforcement to protect the rights of Iowans.  

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HCR101&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HCR102&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HCR103&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF2001&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF2002&ga=89
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HOUSE & SENATE AGENDA 

 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 12, 2021 

8 AM-5 PM Administrative Hearing Wallace Auditorium 

8:30 AM HOUSE CONVENES House Chamber 

9 AM 
SENATE CONVENES Senate Chamber 

Republican Caucus HR Training Room 103 

10 AM Senate Agriculture Committee Room 116 

10:30 AM Democrat Caucus HR Training Room 305 

NOON-4:30 PM Iowa Citizens for Community Improvement Action Legislative Kickoff Rotunda 

1 PM 

House Economic Growth Committee Room 102 

House Public Safety Committee Room 19 

House State Government Committee Room 103 

Senate Commerce Committee Room 116 

1:30 PM Senate Education Committee Room 116 

2 PM 

House Agriculture Committee Room 102 

House Human Resources Committee 
Presentation:  Health & Human Services Alignment - Director Garcia. 

Room 103 

House Local Government Committee Room 19 

Senate Judiciary Committee Room 116 

2:30 PM Senate Appropriations Committee Room 116 

3 PM 

House Appropriations Committee Room 103 

House Ways & Means Committee Room 102 

Senate Ethics Committee Room 116 

3:30-5:30 PM 
2022 Welcome Back Reception - Iowa Association of Electric Co-ops, FUEL Iowa, 

Iowa Institute of Co-ops, Iowa Biotechnology Association and Iowa 
Communications Alliance 

Embassy Suites 
101 East Locust St. 

6 PM 
JOINT SESSION:   

GOVERNOR REYNOLDS’ CONDITION OF THE STATE ADDRESS 
House Chamber 

7-10 PM 
22 Annual Welcome Back Legislative Reception Benefitting the 3rd House 

Memorial Scholarships 
Wooly’s 
504 East Locust St. 
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SENATE MAJORITY LEADER JACK WHITVER (FULL TEXT)
 

 

Mister President and colleagues of the Senate,  

The 2022 legislative session provides exciting opportunities for us as we continue our work to make Iowa the 
best state in the country - the best state to live, the best state to work, and the best state to raise your family.  
Recently, Iowa was rated as one of the best states for opportunity.  We were named the state in the strongest 
position to withstand the Covid pandemic and we were also named the fastest state to recover from it.  After 5 
years of a Republican trifecta, Iowa’s success is no longer subjective - it’s objective. 

In the five years since Republicans have had the majority in the Iowa Senate, we have enacted legislation to  
help Iowa grow and make the state better for those who call it home.  The priority being tax relief for those 
hard-working people who make our state the great place it is.  After implementing conservative, responsible 
budgeting practices, we passed truly historic income tax relief and we have continued to pass tax relief 
measures every year.  We started as one of the states with the highest, most complicated income taxes in  
the country.  Even after the measures we have taken, we have more work to do. 

In a post pandemic economy, the competition is fierce for jobs and citizens.  If policy makers want this state to 
grow, then we must be on the list of states with the lowest income tax in America.  Census data from 2021 was 
released recently and it showed a dark picture for states with high tax rates, punitive regulations, and regular 
lockdowns.  Look no farther than east of the Mississippi river to see a state lose more than 140,000 residents 
last year.  High taxes, closed schools, and an oppressive government chase residents to other states.  Just like 
Illinois, California and New York have all had a net loss of hundreds of thousands of residents.  People are voting 
with their feet and with their wallets.  They are moving to low tax, pro freedom states. 

In an increasingly competitive and fluid economy, we must improve Iowa’s competitive advantage to attract 
new residents and create new career opportunities.  We started down that path in 2017 by implementing 
sound, reliable, and sustainable budgets and maintained that discipline each year.  We continued in 2018 by 
passing the largest income tax cut in Iowa history.  In 2019 we approved property tax transparency and in 2021 
we accelerated the 2018 tax cuts and eliminated a property tax levy.  All of that work has set the stage for 
another significant reduction in the income tax rates. 

We have almost a billion dollars in the rainy day funds.  Another billion in the taxpayer trust fund.  Another 
billion dollar projected surplus in this current budget year, and a huge structural surplus as we brought in  
almost a billion dollars more than we spent this year. 

In short, our policies are working and that success has led to an overcollection of taxes on hard working Iowans.  
When Republicans collect too much of your hard earned dollars, we will keep our promise to give it back.  We 
must return that money to taxpayers in the form of major, permanent pro-growth tax reform.  Iowans deserve  
a simpler, more transparent, and more competitive tax code. 

It is more important now than ever for Iowans to keep what they earn and be motivated to join the workforce 
so our economy can continue to grow.  Cutting taxes is not only good for the hard-working Iowans who earned 
it, but also for small businesses paying that same rate.  They have more money to invest and build their 
business.  More money to reward employees with higher wages, attract new customers, and expand their 
opportunities.  It makes Iowa more competitive with the states around us, and a more attractive place to live. 

One of my colleagues has already been quoted as saying we are looking at building a 21st century model for our 
tax code, and that there is no reason we should settle for mediocrity.  The tax code should not punish Iowans for 
wanting more in life, trying to provide more for your family, or getting a promotion at work.  (continued)  
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SENATE MAJORITY LEADER JACK WHITVER (FULL TEXT)(CONTINUED)
 

 

In addition to tax relief, Iowans from nearly every sector of the economy are looking for solutions to the demand 
for workforce.  I would propose instead of creating another government program to fix a government-created 
problem, we get government out of the way and empower Iowans to solve the problem.  Let’s make it easier to 
open and operate a childcare facility in Iowa so Iowa parents who want to return to the workforce, can.  Let’s 
eliminate outdated licensing requirements and make sure someone with the necessary training and skills can get 
to work sooner, without government-imposed delays.  Let’s ensure Iowa’s public assistance programs are there 
for the truly needy and not a lifestyle option for healthy, capable Iowans.  Let’s improve the tangible incentive  
to work by reducing income taxes on all Iowans. 

I am proud to be the leader of this caucus and proud of the accomplishments we have made so far.  I am most 
proud because we deliver on the promises we make to Iowans.  Promises like sustainable budgets, reliable 
funding for education, empowering parents in their children’s education and supporting law enforcement. 

We will not stop now.  The Senate Republican agenda for this session is tax relief for Iowans, and we do not 
intend to waste the opportunity we have here with one-time checks.  We are here to deliver real, permanent tax 
reform to give employers and families the confidence to know their work and investments will be worth the risk. 

You have all heard me say we shouldn’t be just thinking and working for next year, but for the next generation of 
Iowans, and the next generation after that.  Nothing we do here is just for today.  Colleagues, we begin the 2022 
session with Iowa in the strongest position we have ever been.  The 5 years of hard work, leadership by many of 
you in this room, and the patience for our policies to work, has given us a tremendous opportunity.  When given 
an opportunity, we must deliver.  We must keep our promises to the voters who send us to the capitol.  
Promises that ensure that the next generation of Iowans is better off than we are.  Few policies have shown 
more long-term growth impact than significant, permanent income tax cuts.  Implementing pro-growth tax 
policy to make Iowa one of the fastest growing states in the country is policy that makes a generational 
difference. 

It is great to see everyone back at the Capitol.  Let’s get to work.  
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SENATE PRESIDENT JAKE CHAPMAN (FULL TEXT)
 

 

Friends, family, colleagues, and to our newly-elected Senator, it is my honor to welcome you to the 2022 
legislative session.  I have always enjoyed the first day of session.  It’s a time in which friends and colleagues are 
reunited, hope and excitement flourishes, and optimism for the future resonates. 

Colleagues, the time has come for us to take a stand.  It has become increasingly evident that we live in a world 
in which many, including our media, wish to confuse, misguide, and deceive us, calling good evil and evil good.  
One doesn’t have to look far to see the sinister agenda occurring right before our eyes.  The attack on our 
children is no longer hidden.  Those who wish to normalize sexually deviant behavior against our children, 
including pedophilia and incest, are pushing this movement more than ever before.  Our children should be safe 
and free from this atrocious assault.  Our students should be learning about science, and mathematics; they 
should be learning about engineering and innovation.  Instead, some teachers are disguising sexually obscene 
material as desired subject matter and profess it has artistic and literary value.  The literature being pushed on 
our students should disturb all of us and if you aren’t disturbed, I can only hope it is because you have not 
actually heard or seen the content.  Nobody, regardless of their race, religion, ethnicity, gender, sexual 
orientation, or occupation has the right to expose children to obscene material.  It is for that reason that this 
body should use this session to address this very issue. 

When students are subjected to this violating content, we need to ensure parents have the ability to protect 
their children by removing them from the district.  We can and must tear down the financial barriers that 
prevent parents from making this decision.  We must hold those who distribute this repulsive and criminal 
content to minors accountable.  Let us not forget the quote on the first floor of this capitol which reads “nothing 
is politically right that is morally wrong.”  In other words, we can’t be right by doing the wrong thing, and doing 
the right thing can never be wrong. 

Since 1973 nearly 70 million Americans have had their voices silenced.  Their lives were taken in the so-called 
name of “choice.”  We have courageously stood for and defended those who could not defend themselves.  I am 
proud of the work done by this body to give a voice to the voiceless.  As the United States Supreme Court takes 
up this important issue, we will stand ready to take whatever steps necessary to defend the dignity of life. 

Colleagues, because of your dedication to being fiscally responsible, we come into this legislative session with 
our economic reserves totally full.  Our revenues are at a historic all time high, and our ending fund balances are 
flourishing.  This economic prosperity has come from sound fiscal policies and reducing taxes on Iowans.  When 
individual economic freedoms abound, economic prosperity follows.  Yet, let’s not forget that there will be some 
who wish to spend this money on expanding government; our focus must be to return these dollars to the 
rightful owners - the taxpayers.  Now is the time to take a bold stand.  We have come a long way in reducing 
taxes on Iowans but it’s not enough.  Let’s keep our eyes set on the total elimination of income taxes.  Now is 
the time for action, now is the time to be bold!  We cannot allow another year to go by sitting on the sidelines, 
while other states are aggressively reducing taxes.  This is the year to take action! 

Lastly, may we always remember that the work we do here in this building will impact the lives of millions of 
Iowans and future generations to come.  Let’s make 2022 a year to look back on with humility and thanksgiving 
for the bold stand we took to give greater freedom and liberty to Iowans, where we stood for parental choice in 
education, where we lifted the crushing weight of tax burdens on Iowans, and where we stood for what is right, 
even among those who call it wrong.  Right is right, all of the time, and wrong is wrong, all of the time.  May this 
body choose to do what is right.  God has so richly blessed and prospered our state, may we recognize Him and 
His hand in all we do!  May He continue to bless our great state and may He bless each of you throughout this 
session!  
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SENATE DEMOCRATIC LEADER ZACH WAHLS (FULL TEXT)
 

 

Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen of the Senate, staff, members of the press, members of the public, and 
everyone watching at home, welcome to the 2022 legislative session. 

Our session should be laser-focused on the Reynolds Workforce Crisis.  All of us see and are overwhelmed by  
the ‘Help Wanted’ signs we see in our districts - the reduced hours, the limited service, and even shuttered 
businesses.  In my district, businesses in towns like Tipton, suburban communities like Coralville, and big cities 
like Iowa City, are all struggling because of the Reynolds Workforce Crisis.  In countless meetings, business and 
community leaders bring up workforce as not just their top priority, but as priorities one, two, three, four, and 
five.  The good news is that we all agree - Democrats and Republicans alike - that workforce is the most 
important issue facing our state. 

Let’s start with the facts:  Today, on January 10, 2022, there are fewer Iowans in the workforce than there were 
a decade ago.  At the same time, nationally, there are nearly ten million more Americans who have entered the 
workforce nationwide.  We all know there is a labor shortage in America - but the problem is significantly  
worse in Iowa.  Why is that?  As Republican leaders gladly tell us, they have been in full control of our state 
government since 2017.  And Republicans are now promising us more of the same - that hasn’t worked.  We’ve 
been told it will be more of the GOP Greatest Hits this session:  more attacks on LGBTQ Iowans, more gasoline 
on the culture war fire, and more attacks on the first amendment.  Just last week, Senate Republicans 
announced they are banning members of the media from the floor of the Senate chamber - continuing 
Republican attacks on the First Amendment from last year. 

If Republican proposals worked, talented, younger Americans would be flocking to live and work in Iowa, and 
our population would be growing across the state. Is this happening?  We all know the answer.  Governor 
Reynolds and Iowa Republicans have not made Iowa a place where more people want to live, work, raise a 
family, or start a business.  And now - Republicans want to double down on the same policies that have already 
brought devastating consequences to Iowa.  The facts are clear: Iowa is on the wrong track.  And we’re seeing 
these impacts in our schools, in our health care system, and especially in our rural communities. 

In our schools, just last week, students in Davenport couldn’t get to school because there weren’t enough bus 
drivers.  In Mason City - and in other districts across the state - schools are increasing class sizes because they 
don’t have enough teachers and substitutes to cover their classes.  Every week there is a new story about a 
school that unexpectedly closed because they didn’t have enough staff. 

The Reynolds Workforce Crisis is contributing directly to the crisis we’re seeing in our public education, which is 
creating massive uncertainty for Iowa students and parents.  Across Iowa, the coronavirus has disrupted learning 
- both in-person learning and virtual learning - and we know both students and parents have experienced 
unprecedented, untold stress.  Iowa’s education crisis isn’t happening because of critical race theory or books 
Republicans are trying to ban - it’s happening because of the extreme, anti-public education policies enacted by 
Governor Reynolds and this Republican legislature that are driving teachers out of Iowa.  It’s happening because 
Iowa Republicans do not value the work of our hardworking public educators.  Iowa’s public-school teachers  
are underpaid, underappreciated, forced to work in unsafe conditions and because of Republican attacks on 
collective bargaining, they are unable to negotiate over workplace safety.  Governor Reynolds turned down  
$95 million in federal funds to make our schools safer for teachers, staff, and students.  Why?  This decision  
is inexplicable.  It shouldn’t be a surprise that we are struggling to find enough teachers to teach our kids - 
Republican policies are driving teachers out of Iowa.  (continued)  
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SENATE DEMOCRATIC LEADER ZACH WAHLS (FULL TEXT)(CONTINUED)
 

 

The Reynolds Workforce Crisis is also severely impacting Iowa’s health care system.  Our hospitals and ICUs are 
filled to the brink with COVID patients, over 80% of whom are unvaccinated.  Iowans are still getting sick, and 
Iowans are still dying from COVID.  To keep our schools and economy open, and to protect our health care 
system, we need every Iowan to get fully vaccinated.  That’s how we’ll defeat COVID once and for all and finally 
get back to normal.  Until then, we will continue to see too many stories like that of Dale Weeks, a retired 
superintendent from Seymour, who died of a non-COVID disease that would have been treatable if there had 
been an open bed for him a major medical center - but there wasn’t.  As his daughter told the Des Moines 
Register quote “It’s infuriating that people who are not vaccinated are clogging it up,” end-quote.  Our state 
failed Dale Weeks, after Dale spent his life serving our state.  But COVID is just the tip of the iceberg when it 
comes to the crisis in our health care system. 

Because of the Reynolds Workforce Crisis, Iowans are paying more for lower quality health care.  The Reynolds 
Workforce Crisis - and as a recent report demonstrated, the privatization of Medicaid - are both driving up 
health care costs for all Iowans.  And yet, Republicans have no plan to reverse course on Managed Care.  
Hopefully, Governor Reynolds will include health care workers in her forthcoming workforce plan. 

And as challenging as these struggles are in urban Iowa, we all know that our small town and rural communities 
are bearing the brunt of this crisis.  The numbers speak for themselves.  2020 census data showed that two-
thirds of Iowa counties lost population from 2010 to 2020.  Rural Iowans are currently dying at a rate twice  
as fast as Iowans living in urban areas.  Too few rural Iowans don’t have access to basic necessities like clean 
drinking water and reliable Internet access.  Thankfully, President Biden and Representative Axne passed the 
American Rescue Plan and the historic Bipartisan Infrastructure Deal, which have allowed our state to invest 
over $500 million in rural broadband.  But President Biden’s leadership may not be enough to overcome the 
Reynolds Workforce Crisis and the Republican policies that are hollowing out rural Iowa. 

Senate Democrats are focused on recruiting more Iowans, younger Iowans, and better-paid Iowans to our state. 

• We believe Iowa needs to end the divisive culture wars that pit Iowans against Iowans and instead bring 
our state together. 

• We need to make Iowa an inclusive and welcoming place to get our state growing again. 

• We need comprehensive tax reform that closes loopholes and attracts new investment instead of 
alienating new employers. 

• We need to expand apprenticeships, career training, and technical education by investing in our higher 
education system. 

• Fully fund our public schools so our students attend the best public schools in the country instead of 
trying to privatize and consolidate Iowa schools with a vouchers program that uses public dollars for 
private schools. 

• Stop talking about making childcare more affordable throughout Iowa and pass overdue legislation to  
fix Iowa’s broken childcare system and guarantee access to free, universal Pre-K programs. 

• Invest in more affordable housing and help more Iowans become homeowners and finally fix Iowa’s 
broken laws affecting Iowans who own and live in manufactured homes. 

(continued)  
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SENATE DEMOCRATIC LEADER ZACH WAHLS (FULL TEXT)(CONTINUED)
 

 

Senate Democrats are guided by Iowa values.  We believe hard work deserves fair pay, every Iowan deserves  
to be treated fairly, and we all do better when we all do better.  We believe every Iowan wants their family to  
be happy, safe, healthy, and nearby.  That’s what Democrats are fighting for.  We need to bring economic 
opportunity back to every corner of the state - from our big cities to small towns, our suburban communities  
to our rural farms. 

Democrats are ready and eager to find bipartisan solutions to the problems Iowans face.  Let’s stop pouring 
gasoline on the divisive culture war and focus on getting our state back to work.  Let’s work together for our 
neighbors, our communities, and the future of our great state.  Let’s improve the lives of Iowans and get Iowa 
back on the right track. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 
 
 

HOUSE SPEAKER PAT GRASSLEY (FULL TEXT)
 

 

Thank you, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  It’s great to be back with all of you today.  Although this is the 
second session of this General Assembly, a couple of things look different than they did one year ago.  So some 
welcome notes are in order.  First, we have two new members of the Iowa House to welcome to their first 
official legislative session.  Representative Mike Bousselot and Representative Jon Dunwell, you’ve both already 
been here for a special session, but welcome to your first full legislative session.  I know you will both work hard 
and be a strong voice for your constituents. 

Minority Leader Konfrst, I know you’ve also had some time to settle into your new role.  Welcome to the first 
day of your first official session as Minority Leader.  As you know, while it’s the disagreements that will be the 
focus this session, majority of the bills we pass are bipartisan.  I look forward to working with you in this new 
capacity to deliver policies to help Iowans in every corner of this state.  While some things have changed, some 
have stayed the same.  Majority Leader Windschitl this will be our third session working together on behalf of 
the Republican caucus.  I look forward to all that we will continue to accomplish. 

Yet again this session, I owe a big thank you to my family.  When my dad got COVID-19 this fall, I gained a true 
appreciation for all that he does to keep the farm running while I’m in Des Moines.  My three kids’ schedules 
don’t slow down just because dad’s in session.  It takes a village, and without everyone’s support back home, I 
really couldn’t be here to do this job.  I’m eager to get back to working with all of you on behalf of the people of 
Iowa.  This session, we’ve got our work cut out for us to meet the moment that we’re in as a state. 

Because of responsible budgeting practices, and the decision to keep the state as open as possible, Iowa’s 
economy is strong.  We have a healthy ending balance, our reserves are full, and the Taxpayer Relief Fund has 
reached a whopping $1 billion dollars.  Last session, we sped up the largest tax cut in state history, while 
allocating record investments in Iowans’ priorities, such as Public Safety, Corrections, Broadband, and Education.  
This is something every Iowan can understand.  The state is taking in more in tax money than it needs.  And 
Iowans deserve their money back.  We must return this money to the Iowa taxpayer.  Decisions made by the 
Biden Administration have led to record-high inflation that is hurting Iowa families.  Iowans need relief now.  
The Iowa House Republican caucus has a reputation of being responsible and forward looking while delivering 
sustainable tax relief.  That won’t stop in 2022.  (continued) 
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Across the country, we’re facing workforce shortages and supply chain issues, and Iowa is no different.  Iowa’s 
economy has 64,000 unemployed Iowans and 110,000 unfilled jobs.  An economy that is creating jobs is always a 
great sign, but now we need to channel more of our efforts toward filling the jobs we already have open.  There 
won’t be one single bill that solves this issue.  It needs to be a holistic approach.  We need to get creative and we 
need to work together, along with the Governor and the Senate. 

Additionally, we can’t solve a workforce shortage without increasing access to quality, affordable childcare.  
Iowa House Republicans have taken the lead on this issue and we’ve had some meaningful policies passed and 
signed by the Governor.  But there’s more we can do and it will remain a priority this session. 

And finally, we need to ensure that we’re here to hold the line and protect the freedom of Iowans.  We’ve 
already seen the lengths the President’s Administration is willing to go to infringe on the rights of individual 
Iowans, parents and businesses.  We cannot let that happen here in Iowa.  We must push back. 

Thank you all for the opportunity to lay out a few agenda items this morning as we begin our session.  I know 
over the next four months we will be engaging in meaningful and passionate discussions on many more issues 
than the ones I just mentioned.  I look forward to the healthy debate that will take place in this chamber in the 
coming months - even those that take us past midnight - on the many issues that are important to Iowans.  Now 
it’s time to get to work. 
 
 
 

HOUSE MINORITY LEADER JENNIFER KONFRST (FULL TEXT)
 

 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House, good morning.  It’s truly an honor to 
serve with you, my colleagues in the House.  And it’s a great honor to lead this group of fierce, caring, and 
dedicated members of the House Democratic Caucus.  Seeing everyone again this morning, being in this 
beautiful building and in this chamber, I’m reminded that there’s hope in starting fresh.  There’s opportunity in 
bringing what we’ve learned over the interim. And there’s responsibility in our work for the people of the great 
state of Iowa. 

The Iowans I talk to every day are frustrated, but hopeful.  They’re tired, but optimistic.  They’re weary, but keep 
going.  We owe them a productive session that honors their hard work and doesn’t leave them behind.  We 
come to this session knowing our state is facing myriad challenges - challenges we were elected to tackle head 
on, despite the difficulty and despite philosophical differences.  Iowans elected 100 of us to serve them, and 
each of us has a responsibility and a role in completing the important work of the people this session.  They 
didn’t elect some of us to lead, and the others just to respond.  They elected 100 of us to serve them fairly, 
equitably, and fully.  Additionally, let’s remember we were elected to serve everyone in our districts, not just 
those who agree with us.  Every Iowan deserves that respect from us as their state representative. 

We also know that Iowans are . . . well, Iowans are hiring.  Iowa companies continue to have “help wanted” 
signs in the windows, and they’re pleading with us to do all we can to help them find workers.  Certainly, 
workforce challenges are happening across the country, which is why it’s so important that we work holistically 
to address this crisis in Iowa.  (continued)  
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As many of you know, I was raised by and trained as a journalist, and I proudly teach journalism and 
communication at Drake University.  In my life and in my work, I’ve learned how critically important it is to tell 
stories that help people understand and empathize with those in their communities.  The important work we’re 
going to continue this year tells a story about who we are, what we value, and how we envision the future of 
Iowa.  What kind of story will it be? 

This session, we can tell a story that sets Iowa apart and helps our state grow again.  Or, we can tell a story that 
says we think we can fix it with one budget-busting move that ignores the underlying causes of the workforce 
crisis.  I’m hopeful we choose to look at this substantial problem honestly and completely. 

Let’s imagine a young family deciding whether to move to Iowa for good jobs, or to another state in the 
Midwest.  Will we create a state where they can find affordable childcare, where they have access to quality 
affordable housing?  Will we work to ensure they can access health care?  Can we make sure their kids will have 
high quality public schools to attend, schools that are the centerpiece of the community, no matter where kids 
live or what their families can afford?  When we look at rightfully returning tax surplus dollars to Iowans, will 
they see that middle-class Iowans will finally benefit from tax cuts? 

Will this young family feel welcome in Iowa?  Can they rest assured that, no matter who they are or who they 
love or what they choose to do, they’re welcome here?  If we can do that, I feel confident that young families 
will like the Iowa story we tell, and choose to build a life here, just like we all have. 

Or, will we send them the message that only certain types of families are welcome here? Will we send the 
message that we prioritize more public money for private schools, statewide solutions to local problems, and  
a divisive agenda that’s rife with unintended consequences that make Iowa less welcoming? 

If this is the path we choose, our workforce crisis will be made worse.  Iowans will continue to leave.  People will 
choose other states with higher wages, better housing and childcare, and a more welcoming climate for 
themselves and their families. 

Democrats believe we can do better this session.  We need bold steps to grow our workforce and keep the next 
generation in Iowa.  We should reward the hard work of Iowans with more money in their pockets and higher 
wages.  We should return to our deep history of strong public schools.  We should make sure childcare is both 
affordable and accessible.  We should expand housing options in small towns, rural areas, and cities. 

Before I close, I want to address one final issue that presents the greatest threat to our state and nation: 
misinformation.  It’s become increasingly clear we can no longer ignore the lies and misinformation so pervasive 
today.  As elected officials, we have a deep responsibility to not just tell the truth, but defend the truth and hold 
each other accountable.  Our kids deserve to know the full truth about our history without interference or 
threats from lawmakers.  Our families deserve the truth about how to stay healthy during this pandemic instead 
of falsehoods promoted by some politicians.  Our democracy needs us to uphold the truth so it can endure.  
Iowans deserve to know the decisions we make this session are grounded in reality, not internet conspiracy 
theories.  We must base policy on facts, not Facebook.  We must govern based on truth, not Twitter. 

I know each and every one of us is honored to be here this morning.  I know we all worked hard to get here, and 
our families sacrifice a lot for us to have the opportunity to serve.  I’m grateful to Lee, Ellie, and James for their 
support as I serve the state we all love.  And I’m grateful to your families for sharing you with all of us in this 
important work.  I truly enjoy getting to know you, and building friendships with you.  I’m hopeful that this year 
we can remember that our policy differences don’t mean we need to resort to personal attacks.  (continued)  
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I’m optimistic that, even during sharp debate, we can remember the humanity and people sitting at each and 
every one of these desks.  And I hope we can remember our shared commitment to the people of Iowa. 

Like you, I treasured time with family over the holidays, including time gathering together for a shared meal at 
Christmas.  Every time we gather together, we end our pre-dinner prayer with the same words - “and keep ever 
before us the needs of others.”  That reminder will stick with me once again this session as we do the people’s 
business.  Let us keep ever before us the needs of others, and work together toward a better Iowa. 

Thank you for your service.  Let’s get to work. 

 

 

No transcript available for the speech from House Majority Leader Matt Windschitl. 


