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AROUND THE CAPITOL 

 
 

The House adjourned after approving a resolution supporting Ukraine (HR 108). 

The Senate observed a moment of silence on the request of Senator Boulton, whose district includes East High, 
where three students were shot yesterday.  Boulton released a statement on the shooting: 

Members, I have an announcement that truly breaks my heart to make this morning.  A shooting 
outside of East Des Moines High School has left a teenager dead, two others clinging to their 
lives, and our community in shock.  We cannot, and must not, have another day where terror, 
grief, anger, and fear overwhelm a school and community the way it had yesterday.  My sincere 
sympathies go out to the families who are experiencing inexplicable pain this morning.  And my 
deepest appreciation goes out to the law enforcement officers who reacted so quickly to make 
sure we had suspects in custody and off the streets to prevent further harm from occurring.  
This is a tragic moment. and I would ask that we take a moment, stand and join together in a 
few moments of silence to recognize the lives lost and changed yesterday afternoon. 

The Senate passed nine bills on the floor, with most drawing strong bi-partisan support.  The Senate split largely 
on party lines on SF 2263 GUBERNATORIAL APPOINTMENTS in a 33-15 vote, with Bolkcom and Quirmbach 
voting with the Senate Republicans, and passed SF 2307 TRANSCRIPTS AND DIPLOMAS on a 37-10 vote, with 
ten Democrats opposing the bill. 

The Senate deferred briefly on SF 2263 to allow an amendment which removed the Iowa Civil Rights 
Commission from the bill.  Senator Roby Smith, who managed the bill, said that the bill protects the right of 
Senators to bring a confirmation to the floor while streamlining the process.  Senator Bisignano said that the bill 
effectively removes many boards from the confirmation process because members in the Senate minority will 
not be able to reach the 26-signature level needed to bring an appointment to the floor. 

SF 2307 eliminates the need to submit official transcripts to many health boards, except for medicine and 
nursing.  Senator Celsi, who voted against the bill, said that she supported the change in regard to closed 
institutions but said she thought that the bill might go too far.  Senator Koelker, who managed the bill, said the 
changes are the result of recommendations from the DPH and will make the licensing process more efficient 
without sacrificing any protections.  

mailto:barbara.hunt@ialns.com
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HR108&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF2263&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF2307&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF2263&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF2307&ga=89
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AVIAN FLU OUTBREAK 

 
 

Governor Reynolds signed a proclamation for Buena Vista County due to the detection of avian flu in birds in  
the area.  The proclamation the Department of Homeland Security/Emergency Management and DALS to assist 
with efforts to track, contain and clean-up.  A case of the avian flu was discovered in a commercial turkey flock 
in Buena Vista and in a non-commercial flock in Pottawattamie County.  The detection of avian flu is not 
considered an immediate public health concern. 
 

DEMOCRATS CALL FOR ENDING LOBBYIST CONTRACT 

 
 

Representative Konfrst and Representative Wolfe have sent a letter to Speaker Grassley and to the 
Representative Holt, the chair of the House Judiciary Committee, requesting that a contract between the House 
Judiciary Committee and Alan Ostergren be ended.  Ostergren was hired to serve as counsel for the committee 
in its investigation of District Court Judge Kurt Stoebe. 

Earlier in the session, the House adopted HR 104 JUDICIAL INVESTIGATION to allow the committee to 
investigate the actions of Judge Kurt Stoebe regarding allegations that Stoebe had acted improperly during the 
judicial nomination process in Judicial District 2B.  The Judiciary Committee withdrew a subpoena to the Judicial 
Qualification Commission after determining the Commission was investigating the matter. 

Wolfe, the ranking member on the Judiciary Committee, and Konfrst, the House Democratic leader said that 
they opposed the contract because the full Committee did not discuss the hire and because Ostergren is a 
registered lobbyist and head of a PAC, which could lead to conflicts with House Ethics rules.  Konfrst said, “A 
revolving door where any person is a registered lobbyist in the morning and acts as a state employee in the 
afternoon is a recipe for corruption.  Iowans are already skeptical of government today and this will only  
deepen concerns that government is run by special interests and lobbyists.  At best, this ethical lapse has the 
appearance of impropriety.  Terminating the contract with Mr. Ostergren is the first step we can take to  
restore the credibility of our institution.” 

They wrote in their letter: 

The House Democrats have expressed ongoing concerns that your unprecedented decision to 
launch a free-standing investigation into an officer of the Judicial Branch could be seen by the 
public as an attempt by politicians, lobbyists, and outside groups to push their own agenda and 
inappropriately interfere with a separate but equal branch of government.  Hiring a lobbyist in 
secret to represent a legislative committee that is carrying out an investigation into the Judicial 
Branch only exacerbates this concern. 

Representative Holt said that the Democrats are politicizing the process.  He said that he hired outside counsel 
after AG Tom Miller declined to represent the committee.  Holt said that the result in hiring Ostergren would 
have been the same had he gone through the full committee.   

The full text of the letter is at the end of the Bulletin.  

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HR104&ga=89
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FISCAL IMPACTS 

 
 

HF 2458 POST CONVICTION FILES 
Requires the prosecutor to give the investigation and prosecution files a defendant would have been entitled 
to at trial to a defendant seeking post-conviction relief.  Allows the prosecutor to have a court examine a file 
if the prosecutor determines the release would put someone in imminent danger.  Authorizes the court and 
to allow a prosecutor to withhold those files.  Requires a defense attorney/appeals attorney to keep a copy 
of the defendant’s file while the defendant is incarcerated and to make it available to the defendant or new 
attorney.  Includes confidentiality provisions and requirements for the defendant to pay for the costs of 
copying. 

The bill has been approved by the House Judiciary Committee and Representative Hite is the floor manager.  
Iowa does not provide for the release of investigative files to convicted defendants.  The impact cannot be 
determined because the number of defendants who will request the files is unknown, but the bill will require 
judges to review the files and could have a significant impact on the Judicial Branch. 
 
HF 2539/SF 2345 NEWBORN SCREENINGS 

Codifies rules on the Congenital & Inherited Disorders Advisory Committee.  Adds new conditions as 
identified by the federal government to the current screening panel for newborns.  Establishes annual 
reporting requirements for the DPH on newborn screenings, including new conditions that may be added, 
status and resources for the program and other matters. 

The Senate passed SF 2345 on a 47-0 vote, and is now in the House.  The House Human Resources Committee 
approved the companion bill (HF 2539), so the House will be able to take up SF 2345 without further committee 
action.  Representative Ann Meyer is the floor manager.  According to the fiscal note, the State Hygienic Lab will 
incur start-up costs of about $2.1 million for the three new conditions added by the bill, and an increase of 
about $714,000 annually for the additional tests.  The current fee for newborn screenings is set at $122; the  
bill would raise that fee by about $20. 
 
HF 2536 AG TRUCK WEIGHTS 

Makes certain waivers from weight limits on roads made by the Governor for agricultural projects 
permanent.  Allows various crops, silage, stover, chemicals and manure to be hauled on non-interstate 
highways with weights 12.5% over the weight limits, not to exceed 90,000 pounds. 

The House Transportation Committee has approved the bill and Representative Mommsen is the floor manager.  
The bill extends the time frames for the Harvest waivers, typically made in the fall by Iowa governors, and allows 
additional agriculture products to be hauled.  The LSA expects that the DOT will need to inspect about 4,200 
bridges, at a cost of $3.1 million, and that cities and counties will need to inspect about 19,650 bridges, at a cost 
of $9.8 million.  The DOT bridge costs would be from the PRF.  The bill is also expected to increase maintenance 
costs for roads and bridges, paid out of the RUTF.  

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2458&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2539&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF2345&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF2345&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2539&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF2345&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2536&ga=89
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TODAY IN THE LEGISLATURE 

 
 

Bills to the Governor:  (1) 
Bills RETURNED to the House:  (1) 
Bills to the House:  (7) 
 
House Files:  none (last introduced HF 2550) 
House Study Bills:  none (last introduced HSB 727) 

Resolution ADOPTED by the House:  (1) 
HR 108 SUPPORT FOR UKRAINE 

States the support of Iowa for the Ukraine and commends the courage of the Ukrainian people in fighting  
for their freedom against Russia. 

 
Resolution INTRODUCED by the House:  (2) 
HR 109 HONORING GENE ELLIOT (Bloomingdale, 14 Rs, 4 Ds) (Rules) 

Honors Gene Elliot for his achievement in winning several national senior amateur golf tournaments.  
See SR 104 

HR 110 HONORING IOWA SIDS (Jeneary) 
Honors the work of the Iowa SIDS Foundation (Sudden Infant Death Syndrome) 

 
WITHDRAWN:  SF 2291, SF 2329 
 
Senate Files:  none (last introduced SF 2371) 
Senate Study Bills:  1 (SSB 3155) 

Resolution ADOPTED by the Senate:  (1) 
SR 103 UTILITY WORKERS DAY 

Designates March 8 annually as Utility Workers Appreciation Day. 
 
 
 

SENATE FLOOR ACTION 

 
 

Bills to the Governor:  (1) 
HF 2493 PARA-EDUCATOR SUBSTITUTES 

Allows schools to use para-educators as substitutes, except for driver’s education, if the school makes a 
good-faith effort to find a qualified sub.  Requires the para-educator to be paid at the higher of the regular 
sub or para-educator rate.  Authorizes the BEE to adopt rules.  Effective on enactment. 
 The House PASSED the bill 99-0 (3/2) 
 The Senate PASSED the bill 47-0; it now GOES to the Governor  

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HR108&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HR109&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SR104&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HR110&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF2291&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF2329&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SR103&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2493&ga=89
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SENATE FLOOR ACTION (CONTINUED) 

 
 

Bills RETURNED to the House:  (1) 
HF 2221 HEARSAY EVIDENCE 

Makes an exception to hearsay rules to allow specific out-of-court statements in various sex offense trials 
where the victim is a child or developmentally disabled or otherwise cognitively impaired.  Requires notice 
to the adverse party and includes other requirements for admission.  Includes requirements for the 
statement to be an initial disclosure.  Includes requirements on jury instructions if the statement is admitted. 
 S 5041 by Shipley - Strike & Replace:  Re-enact the provisions of the bill.  Adds provisions from the 
Senate companion (SF 2329) on Spouses:  Adds two exceptions to the spousal communication privilege 
(threats against the spouse or third party, communications that have already been disclosed to a third 
party).  ADOPTED 
 The Senate PASSED the bill as amended 47-0; it now RETURNS to the House 
 

Bills to the House:  (7) 
SF 2196 COPYING EMPLOYEE FILES 

Requires that an employer give an employee one copy of the employee’s personnel file at no cost, upon 
request.  Allows the files to be delivered electronically.  Allows charges for later copies. 
 The Senate PASSED the bill 47-0; it now GOES to the House 

SF 2260 LAB CATS AND DOGS 
Requires research facilities that use cats and dogs in research to have an adoption program for animals 
retired from the program, as long as the animal does not have a significant health issue and is not a threat  
to the public. 
 S 5037 by Dawson - Adds definitions.  ADOPTED 
 The Senate PASSED the bill as amended 47-1; it now GOES to the House 

SF 2307 TRANSCRIPTS AND DIPLOMAS 
Prohibits various licensing boards (except for medicine and nursing) from requiring an official transcript or 
diploma, for applying for licenses or renewals.  Prohibits requiring the submission of a transcript or diploma  
if the granting institution no longer exists.  Requires rules by 12/22. 
 The Senate PASSED the bill 37-10; it now GOES to the House 

SF 2345 NEWBORN SCREENINGS 
Codifies rules on the Congenital & Inherited Disorders Advisory Committee.  Adds new conditions as 
identified by the federal government to the current screening panel for newborns.  Establishes annual 
reporting requirements for the DPH on newborn screenings, including new conditions  
that may be added, status and resources for the program and other matters. 
 The Senate PASSED the bill 47-0; it now GOES to the House 

SF 2346 FLASHING LIGHTS 
Makes it a moving violation, subject to a scheduled $45 fine, to have a flashing light on a vehicle if the light  
is not authorized in Code. 
 The Senate PASSED the bill 48-0; it now GOES to the House 

SF 2357 SCHOOL BOARD MEETINGS 
Requires school board members to vote yea or nay on issues, expect in cases of a personal conflict. 
 The Senate PASSED the bill 48-0; it now GOES to the House  

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2221&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=S5041&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF2329&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF2196&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF2260&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=S5037&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF2307&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF2345&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF2346&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF2357&ga=89
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SENATE FLOOR ACTION (CONTINUED) 

 
 

Bills to the House:  (continued) 
SF 2263 GUBERNATORIAL APPOINTMENTS 

Exempts some gubernatorial appointees from Senate confirmation requirements.  Allows the Senate to  
make a gubernatorial appointment subject to confirmation if 26 Senators request a vote.  Requires the 
reasons be printed in the Senate Journal.  Confirmation:  Removes the boards more than 25 commissions 
and agencies from the confirmation process, including the Civil Rights Commission, the ILEA board, the Board 
of Corrections and the Commission on Judicial Qualifications. 
 S 5043 by R Smith - Strikes the Iowa Civil Rights Commission from the bill. 
 The Senate PASSED the bill as amended 33-15; it now GOES to the House 

 
 
 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ACTION 

 
 

House Ways & Means Committee:  Voted Out (4) 
SF 577 NONVIABLE BIRTH CERTIFICATES 

Creates a nonviable birth certificate for pregnancies that end between the detection of a heartbeat and the 
twentieth week.  Makes such certificates similar to stillbirth birth certificates.  Requires health care providers 
to tell patients about the availability of such certificates.  Requires the DPH to adopt rules.  Sets fees for such 
certificates at no more than the cost.  PASSED 24-1; FM: Nordman 

HF 2391 AG PROPERTY TAXATION 
Establishes an exemption for the value of an agricultural property that is in a levee and drainage district that 
is adjacent to both the Mississippi River and the Iowa River and is at least 35,000 acres.  Requires the taxes 
on the property to exceed certain five-year averages and does not allow the exemption to be for more than 
50% of the value of the property.  PASSED 22-3; FM: Sieck 

HF 2395 RESIDENTIAL SOLAR CREDITS 
Look-back:  Extends the deadline to apply for solar credits for 2021 installations to June 30, 2022.  Strikes  
the $5 million cap for specified residential solar applicants.  Effective on enactment.  PASSED 25-0;  
FM: Bloomingdale 

HSB 724 DOR BILL 
Enacts various changes related to records, tax remittances, electronic filings and communications, and 
various other tax matters.  PASSED 25-0; FM: Nordman  

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF2263&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=S5043&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF577&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2391&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2395&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HSB724&ga=89
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SENATE COMMITTEE ACTION 

 
 

Senate Natural Resources Committee:  Voted Out (1) 
HF 2337 ENDING THE UST FUND 

Eliminates the Underground Storage Tank Fund & Board as of July 2023.  Transfers duties to the DNR. Deems 
that tank clean-up claims after January 2023 are not eligible for money from the funds.  DALS:  Appropriates 
$250,000 to DALS starting in FY 2024 for fuel inspections at terminals.  Requires DALS to issue a report on 
fuel testing needs by December 2022.  Other:  Allows claimants who had previously received assistance to 
receive additional assistance for clean-ups.  Requires the EPC to adopt rules regarding releases at sites that 
have received a no further action certificate has been received.  Makes conforming changes.  PASSED 12-0; 
FM: Green 

 
Senate Veterans Affairs Committee:  Voted Out (1) 
HF 2501 VETERANS TRUST FUND 

Allows funds in the Veterans Trust to be invested in any investment approved for IPERS.  Prohibits the use of 
money in the trust fund for cash flow purposes.  PASSED 11-0; FM: Lofgren 

 
Senate Ways & Means Committee:  Voted Out (3) 
SF 2350 ALCOHOL LICENSES 

Licenses:  Changes liquor control licenses to retail alcohol licenses.  Makes changes to the designations for 
various licenses and makes changes to the powers of the new licenses.  Makes conforming changes.  Changes 
fees.  Other:  Requires that the delivery of alcohol by retailers be completed on the same day the alcohol is 
removed from the premises.  Authorizes keg ID labels instead of stickers.  Makes changes to charity licenses.  
Most provisions effective January 2023.  AMENDED & PASSED 16-0; FM: R Smith  (technical corrections) 

SF 2353 LAKE MANAWA/WAUBONSIE 
Repeals the current pilot project for non-resident user fees at Lake Manawa and Waubonsie State Park and 
enacts a daily user fee program.  Strikes the current option for an annual pass.  Strikes different camping fees 
for non-residents and residents and allows the DNR to determine when a reservation fee will cover an 
entrance fee.  Allows temporary DNR officers to issue citations.  Repeals the fees as of 2025.  AMENDED & 
PASSED 16-0; FM: Dawson  (technical corrections) 

SSB 3154 FRANCHISE, INSURANCE & SALES TAXES 
Franchise/Insurance Tax:  Phases in a reduction of the franchise tax to 3.9% by the 2027 calendar year.  
Reduces the insurance premium tax over two years to 0.9% for the 2024 calendar year.  Sales Taxes:  Changes 
software as a service to cloud computing.  Strikes exemptions or adds to taxable services:  web hosting and 
related services subject to the sales tax, except when furnished exclusively for a commercial enterprise; the 
sale of computer/computer peripherals to an insurance company.  Makes various computer services for 
professions and occupations subject to the sales tax.  Adds exemptions:  specified digital products in relation 
to agriculture; period products and adult diapers from the sales tax; the sale of various computer services to  
a public utility.  Effective January 2023.  Auto Rental:  Strikes the auto rental excise tax exemption for peer-to-
peer auto sharing networks.  Food:  Includes food sold for another purpose but that could be eaten by humans 
as food.  Allows for refunds of taxes collected between 2019 and 2022, up to an aggregate cap of $100,000.  
NG Pay:  Exempts up to $20,000 in pay for drills and related matters.  Net Operating Loss:  Allows taxpayers 
 to deduct any remaining net operating loss from prior years after the repeal at the state level goes into  
effect.  Limits the carryforward for in a year to 80% of net income.  Stock:  Makes changes to employee stock 
purchases related to the changes in HF 2317.  AMENDED & PASSED 16-0; FM: Dawson  (corrective provisions)  

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2337&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2501&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF2350&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF2353&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SSB3154&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2317&ga=89
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HOUSE & SENATE AGENDA 

 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9, 2022 

7 AM-3 PM ISAC County Day at the Capitol Rotunda 

8:30 AM HOUSE CONVENES 
House 
Chamber 

9 AM 

SENATE CONVENES 
Senate 
Chamber 

House Agriculture Committee 
SF 2245 PERSONAL USE OF MEAT:  Baxter (C) 

Room 102 

House Human Resources Committee 
SF 2193 COGNITIVE SCREENINGS:  Boden (C) 

Room 103 

House Local Government Committee 
SF 2285 ZONING/BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT:  Siegrist (C) 

Room 19 

9:15 AM Senate Panoramic Photo 
Senate 
Chamber 

10-11:30 AM ISAC County Day at the Capitol 
Wallace 
Auditorium 

10 AM 

House Transportation Committee 
SF 2139 COSMETIC VEHICLE DAMAGE:  Gerhold (C) 

Room 103 

House Veterans Affairs Committee 
Presentations:  Commandant Peterson, Iowa Veterans Home; SW Iowa Veterans 
Home Proposal - Vince Stephens. 

Room 102 

11 AM 
House Judiciary Committee 

SF 348 CONSERVATORSHIPS & GUARDIANSHIPS:  Hite (C) 
SF 2296 GARBAGE AS ABANDONED PROPERTY:  Holt (C) 

Room 103 

1 PM 

Senate Judiciary Committee 
HF 2097 BAIL FORFEITURE:  Rowley (C) 
HF 2346 NO-CONTACT CAR INFORMATION:  Johnson (C) 
HF 2401 ON-LINE SALES:  Johnson (C) 
HF 2419 EXPUNGING DOMESTIC ABUSE:  Johnson (C) 
HF 2468 ARBITRATION ACTIONS:  Schultz (C) 

Room 116 

  

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=89&ba=SF2245
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=89&ba=SF2193
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=89&ba=SF2285
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=89&ba=SF2139
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=89&ba=SF348
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=89&ba=SF2296
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=89&ba=HF2097
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=89&ba=HF2346
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=89&ba=HF2401
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=89&ba=HF2419
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=89&ba=HF2468
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SUBCOMMITTEE MEETINGS 
 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9, 2022 

8:30 AM 

House Ways & Means Subcommittee 
HF 2505 SCHOOL COMPLAINT PROCEDURES:  Hite (C), Gjerde, Nordman 

Room 304.1 

House Ways & Means Subcommittee 
HF 2525 DIRECT SHIPPING OF ALCOHOL:  Jones (C), Graber, Nielsen 

House 
Lounge 

House Ways & Means Subcommittee 
HSB 622 EMERGENCY SUPPLIES EXEMPTION:  Mitchell (C), Boden, Winckler 

House 
Lounge 

10 AM 

Senate Judiciary Subcommittee 
HF 2358 ILEA REQUIREMENTS:  J Taylor (C), Kinney, Reichman 

Room G15 

Senate Ways & Means Subcommittee 
SF 2261 DISABLED VETERAN PLATES:  Goodwin (C), Dawson, Dotzler 

Room 217 

10:30 AM 
Senate Judiciary Subcommittee 

HF 2443 SMART CONTRACTS:  Garrett (C), Boulton, Shipley 
Room G17 

11 AM 

Senate Judiciary Subcommittee 
HF 2372 TERMINATING PREGNANCIES:  J Taylor (C), Johnson, Petersen 

Room G15 

Senate Judiciary Subcommittee 
HF 2298 NO COVID IMMUNIZATIONS:  Schultz (C), Bisignano, Zaun 

Room 217 

11:15 AM 
Senate Commerce Subcommittee 

HF 2330 ELECTRONIC INSURANCE POLICIES:  Williams (C), Giddens, Klimesh 
Room G17 

11:30 AM 
Senate Judiciary Subcommittee 

HF 2414 ADOPTION CHECKS:  Shipley (C), Petersen, Rowley 
Room 217 

11:45 AM 
House Natural Resources Subcommittee 

SF 2323 DNR LAND INTERESTS:  Latham (C), Hall, McClintock 
House 
Lounge 

NOON 

House Appropriations Subcommittee 
HF 2438 WELFARE CHECKS:  A Meyer (C), Forbes, Fry 

House 
Lounge 

House Commerce Subcommittee 
SF 2310 HOUSING COOPERATIVES:  Andrews (C), Fisher, Hansen 

Room 304.1 

Senate Education Subcommittee 
HF 2081 TEACHER ASSESSMENT:  Sinclair (C), Giddens, Johnson 

Room G15 

12:15 PM 
House Appropriations Subcommittee 

HF 750 VOLUNTEER LENGTH OF SERVICE:  Latham (C), Deyoe, Thede 
Room 304 

12:30 PM 

House Ways & Means Subcommittee 
SF 2322 COPYING RECORDS COSTS:  Jones (C), Jacoby, Mitchell 

House 
Lounge 

Senate Human Resources Subcommittee 
HF 2198 CHILDCARE WORKING AGE:  Johnson (C), Jochum, Rowley 

Room 217 

1 PM 
Senate Human Resources Subcommittee 

HF 2127 CHILDCARE REIMBURSEMENTS:  Lofgren (C), Green, Trone Garriott 
Room 217 

  

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2505
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2525
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HSB622
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2358
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF2261
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2443
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2372
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2298
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2330
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2414
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF2323
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2438
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF2310
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2081
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF750
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF2322
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=89&ba=hf%202198
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2127


VOL. 58, BULLETIN #42  MARCH 8, 2022 

IOWA LEGISLATIVE NEWS SERVICE 
COPYRIGHT 2022 - ISSN-0738-9450 

P
ag

e1
0

 

 

 
 

SUBCOMMITTEE MEETINGS (CONTINUED) 
 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9, 2022 

2 PM 
Senate Judiciary Subcommittee 

HF 2472 WITNESS TAMPERING:  Reichman (C), Boulton, Shipley 
Room G15 

2:30 PM 

Senate Human Resources Subcommittee 
HF 2203 OFF LABEL DRUG TREATMENT:  Costello (C), Bolkcom, Green 

Room 217 

Senate Labor & Business Relations Subcommittee 
HF 724 ADOPTIVE PARENTS:  Schultz (C), Boulton, Guth 

Room G15 

3 PM 

Senate Ways & Means Subcommittee 
HF 2340 PUBLIC NUISANCES:  Cournoyer (C), Bisignano, Boulton, Dawson, R Smith 

Senate 
Lounge 

Senate Ways & Means Subcommittee 
SF 604 EMERGENCY SUPPLIES EXEMPTION:  Sinclair (C), Goodwin, Quirmbach 

Room 217 

 
 
 

HOUSE DEBATE CALENDAR 
 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9, 2022 

HF 2160 JU ASSISTED REPRODUCTION   (sim/comp to SF 2169) Jones 

HF 2209 NR TRAPPING/HUNTING WITH MINORS Maxwell 

HF 2219 CO INSURANCE INVESTMENT   (sim/comp to attached SF 2288) Graber 

HF 2245 NR TELEHEALTH REIMBURSEMENTS Boden 

HF 2279 LA UNEMPLOYMENT REDUCTIONS   (sim/comp to SF 2275) Bousselot 

HF 2295 SG DISASTER PROTECTIONS   (sim/comp to SF 2192) Jacobsen 

HF 2369 NR TRAPPING COYOTES Fisher 

HF 2370 NR 410 SHOTGUNS   (sim/comp to attached SF2334) Baxter 

HF 2386 JU DISCOVERING PSYCHOLOGICAL TESTS Hite 

HF 2421 ED TEACHERS REQUIREMENTS Hite 

HF 2430 LG COUNTY COMPENSATION BOARDS Wheeler 

HF 2431 LG HOME BUSINESSES Wheeler 

HF 2442 JU CONDEMNATION AWARDS Lohse 

HF 2464 JU EXPUNGING HUMAN TRAFFICKING RECORDS Holt 

HF 2469 JU MODEL CORPORATE LANGUAGE   (sim/comp to SF 2303) Lohse 

HF 2471 JU INVENTORY CHECKLISTS   (sim/comp to SF 203) Lohse 

  

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2472
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2203
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF724
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2340
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF604
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2160&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?GA=89&ba=SF2169
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2209&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2219&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?GA=89&ba=SF2288
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2245&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2279&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?GA=89&ba=SF2275
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2295&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?GA=89&ba=SF2192
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2369&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2370&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?GA=89&ba=SF2334
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2386&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2421&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2430&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2431&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2442&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2464&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2469&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?GA=89&ba=SF2303
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2471&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?GA=89&ba=SF203


VOL. 58, BULLETIN #42  MARCH 8, 2022 

IOWA LEGISLATIVE NEWS SERVICE 
COPYRIGHT 2022 - ISSN-0738-9450 

P
ag

e1
1

 

 

 
 

HOUSE DEBATE CALENDAR (CONTINUED) 
 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9, 2022 

HF 2473 JU TENANT DELINQUENCIES   (sim/comp to SF 2106) Lohse 

HF 2474 JU LOCAL PUBLIC DEFENDERS Lohse 

HF 2475 SG UTILITY BOARD REMOVAL   (sim/comp to SF 2282) Boden 

HF 2476 PS GUNS ON THE HIGHWAY   (sim/comp to SF 2317) Holt 

HF 2481 JU JUDICIAL NOMINATIONS Holt 

HF 2485 JU JUDICIAL COMMISSION RECORDS Kaufmann 

HF 2489 SG AUDITOR POWERS Bloomingdale 

HF 2492 JU CODE EDITOR I   (sim/comp to attached SF 2295) Osmundson 

HF 2500 ED ALTERNATIVE TEACHING LICENSES Wills 

HF 2506 IT CONSUMER PERSONAL DATA   (sim/comp to SF 2208) Sorensen 

HF 2507 HR FAMILY FIRST   (sim/comp to SF 2257) Fry 

HF 2516 AP APPOINTING ATTORNEYS   (sim/comp to SF 2327) Westrich 

HF 2518 TR OVERWEIGHT CRANES A Meyer 

HF 2530 TR TRANSIT CDL TESTING   (sim/comp to attached SF 2337) Bush 

HF 2539 HR NEWBORN SCREENINGS   (sim/comp to SF 2345) A Meyer 

HF 2540 CO TRAVEL INSURANCE Graber 

SF 384 LG EMPLOYING DEPUTY ASSESSORS Westrich 

SF 496 LA LOW WAGE NON-COMPETES   (sim/comp to HF 2134) Westrich 

 
 

SENATE DEBATE CALENDAR 
 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9, 2022 

SF 513 JU MH/SA POLICE REPORTS Dawson 

SF 2267 LG ER DISTRICTS   (sim/comp to HF 683) Driscoll 

SF 2290 AG ARTISANAL DIARY PROGRAM   (sim/comp to HF 2433) Shipley 

SF 2298 LG JOINT 911 BOARDS Klimesh 

SF 2309 CO DAIRY SALES Schultz 

SF 2319 JU BANNING AUTOMATED TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT   (sim/comp to HF 249) Zaun 

SF 2328 JU CRIMINAL SENTENCES Reichman 

  

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2473&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?GA=89&ba=SF2106
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2474&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2475&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?GA=89&ba=SF2282
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2476&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?GA=89&ba=SF2317
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2481&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2485&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2489&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2492&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?GA=89&ba=SF2295
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2500&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2506&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?GA=89&ba=SF2208
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2507&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?GA=89&ba=SF2257
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2516&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?GA=89&ba=SF2327
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2518&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2530&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?GA=89&ba=SF2337
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2539&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?GA=89&ba=SF2345
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2540&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF384&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF496&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?GA=89&ba=HF2134
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF513&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF2267&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?GA=89&ba=HF683
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF2290&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?GA=89&ba=HF2433
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF2298&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF2309&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF2319&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?GA=89&ba=HF249
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF2328&ga=89
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HOUSE SUBCOMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS 

 
 

 COMMERCE  

SF 2310 HOUSING COOPERATIVES Andrews (C), Fisher, Hansen 

   

 EDUCATION  

SF 2356 FREE SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS Sorensen (C) Cahill, Stone 

SF 2362 ELECTRONIC NOTICE/SCHOOL HEALTH Hite (C), Gjerde, Thompson 

 
 
 
 

SENATE SUBCOMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS 

 
 

 EDUCATION  

HF 2081 TEACHER ASSESSMENT Sinclair (C), Giddens, Johnson 

   

 JUDICIARY  

HF 2414 ADOPTION CHECKS Shipley (C), Petersen, Rowley 

HF 2472 WITNESS TAMPERING Reichman (C), Boulton, Shipley 

 
 
 
 
 

SENATE STUDY BILLS (SSB 3155)
 

 

SSB 3155 ELECTRIC ANTIQUE VEHICLES (Ways & Means) Goodwin (C), Brown, Jochum 
Includes electric cars and plug-in hybrids that are 25 years old as antique vehicles and exempts them from 
the special registration fees for electric/hybrid vehicles.  Makes definitions.  

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=89&ba=SF2310
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=89&ba=SF2356
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=89&ba=SF2362
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=89&ba=HF2081
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=89&ba=HF2414
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=89&ba=HF2472
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SSB3155&ga=89
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TEXT OF KONFRST/WOLFE LETTER 
 

 

Tuesday, March 8, 2002 

Speaker Grassley & Representative Holt, 

We are writing to inform you that the Democratic members of the House Judiciary Committee decline and 
renounce any purported attorney-client relationship with Attorney Alan Ostergren.  Last Tuesday morning, we 
received an electronic copy of a letter written by Mr. Ostergren to Attorney General Tom Miller.  In the letter, 
Mr. Ostergren stated that he had been retained by the House Judiciary Committee to represent the committee 
with regard to the legislative inquiry into the conduct of District Court Judge Kurt J. Stoebe. 

As you know, the House Judiciary Committee never discussed or voted on the need for outside counsel, or  
on retaining Mr. Ostergren.  About 15 minutes after the letter was received, Representative Holt sent a text 
message to Representative Wolfe to inform her that it was his intention to discuss the matter with her in person 
on Monday, but he was unable to find her.  While we take him at his word, it should be noted that the House 
debated seven bills that day and both of us voted on all of them from the House Floor. 

During the Judiciary Committee meeting on Thursday, March 3, 2022, Representative Holt stated that if the 
committee had discussed and voted on the appropriateness of hiring Alan Ostergren as outside counsel the 
result would have been the same - i.e., no harm, no foul.  Obviously, the same analysis could be applied to every 
bill that the majority party chooses to run off the House floor, but as lawmakers, it is essential that our work be 
conducted in public with rigorous debate and discourse, especially pertaining to investigations involving another 
branch of government. 

Demanding transparency from other public bodies while making decisions in secret denigrates the credibility  
of our own institution.  In addition to our concerns with the process (or lack thereof) used to select and retain 
outside counsel, the Democratic members of the House Judiciary are declining representation by Alan Ostegren 
because we believe his employment by the House is fraught with ethical concerns.  He is currently a registered 
lobbyist working on behalf of the Kirkwood Institute, an organization that is not required to disclose its donors 
and is considered a political action committee by House Ethics Rules. 

As you know, House Ethics Rules forbid employees from lobbying and working for a political action committee, 
and yet Mr. Ostergren - a registered lobbyist and the president of a political action committee - was hired by the 
Iowa House to act as legal counsel for a standing legislative committee.  Mr. Ostergren has not canceled his 
lobby registration and thus could hypothetically be representing members of the Judiciary Committee in court  
in the morning and lobbying those same legislators in the afternoon. 

The written “letter of engagement” - which is apparently the only documentation of the agreement between the 
House of Representatives and Mr. Ostergren - contains zero provisions to prevent this internal conflict and 
protect the honor and integrity of the General Assembly.  At an absolute minimum, this arrangement has the 
appearance of impropriety. 

We are also concerned that the “letter of engagement” is woefully short on other details.  It sets out Mr. 
Ostergren’s hourly rate ($400) and his agreement to bill the Iowa House no more than $2,000 a month “without 
authorization of Rep. Holt,” but the scope and the duration of his representation is left wide open.  Attorney fee 
contracts, when done correctly, protect the client by clearly establishing the parameters of the attorney’s 
employment - this one paragraph letter, authored by Mr. Ostergren, lacks any such parameters.  (continued)  
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TEXT OF KONFRST/WOLFE LETTER (CONTINUED) 
 

 

Finally, in addition to the concerns expressed above, Mr. Ostergren engaged in conduct while serving as the 
Muscatine County Attorney that, in our opinion, disqualifies him from representing the Iowa House of 
Representatives in any legal matter. 

In 2015, Mr. Ostergren used money seized by the Muscatine County Drug Task Force to buy himself a new Jeep 
Grand Cherokee and justified the purchase with a rationale that made no sense.  In another instance, Mr. 
Ostergren was the subject of an Iowa Civil Rights complaint regarding overaggressive and arguably incompetent 
prosecution that ultimately cost the taxpayers of Muscatine County $50,000. 

As you know, the House Democrats have expressed ongoing concerns that your unprecedented decision to 
launch a free-standing investigation into an officer of the Judicial Branch could be seen by the public as an 
attempt by politicians, lobbyists, and outside groups to push their own agenda and inappropriately interfere 
with a separate but equal branch of government.  Hiring a lobbyist in secret to represent a legislative committee 
that is carrying out an investigation into the Judicial Branch only exacerbates this concern. 

Since the Judicial Qualifications Commission has now confirmed that they are conducting their own investigation 
into the allegations against Judge Stoebe, we respectfully request that you terminate the House’s problematic 
investigation into the same matter and terminate the House’s problematic attorney client relationship with Alan 
Ostergren. 

 

Sincerely, 

Representative Jennifer Konfrst, House Minority Leader 

Representative Mary Wolfe, Ranking Member of House Judiciary Committee 


