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AROUND THE CAPITOL 

 
 

The Legislature is not in session on Tuesday or Wednesday.  They will gavel-in on Thursday morning but are not 
expected to do floor work or committee work at that time. 

Legislative leaders have spoken in response to a preliminary draft of a US Supreme Court decision to overturn 
Roe v Wade being made public.  Governor Reynolds released a tweet on the news:  “As we await the Supreme 
Court’s final ruling, our mission remains as clear as it has ever been.  We are fighting to defend the most 
important freedom there is:  the right to life.” 

The Iowa courts have considered several cases on abortion over the last several years.  In June 2018, The Iowa 
Supreme Court struck down measures requiring a 72-waiting period before an abortion.  Legislators approved the 
waiting period in 2017 in SF 471 20 WEEK ABORTION BAN, and was upheld by a district court.  The ban after 20-
weeks was not challenged, but in a 2018 ruling, the Iowa Supreme Court struck down the waiting period on a 5-2 
vote.  Chief Justice Cady wrote, “No court has held, and we do not today hold, that a woman’s right to terminate  
a pregnancy is unlimited” but that the waiting period “does not, in fact, further any compelling state interest 
and cannot satisfy strict scrutiny” under the Iowa Constitution.  Justices Mansfield and Waterman dissented. 

In 2018, the Legislature approved SF 359 ABORTION BAN at the end of the 2018 session, after amending the bill 
to ban most abortions after six weeks (after a fetal heartbeat can be detected).  The Senate approved the bill on 
a 29-17 vote and the House approved the bill on a 51-46 vote.  In 2019, an Iowa district court granted summary 
judgement to strike down the ban.  The court reviewed decisions from both the US Supreme Court and the Iowa 
Supreme Court and cited rulings from the Iowa Supreme Court that under the Iowa Constitution, restrictions on 
abortion are subject to a stringent strict scrutiny analysis.  The court found that the ban on early abortions 
violated both the due process and equal protection clauses of the Iowa Constitution by not being “narrowly 
tailored” to serve the only “the compelling state interest of promoting potential life” without burdening a 
woman’s right to an abortion.  Governor Reynolds chose not to appeal this ruling in light of the ruling on SF 471. 

At the end of the 2020 session, the House amended a Senate amendment to HF 594 WITHDRAWING LIFE 
SUPPORT to add a 24-hour waiting period.  The House approved the bill on a 53-42 vote and the Senate 
approved the bill on a 31-16 vote.  An Iowa district court granted summary judgement to issue a permanent 
injunction against the bill, finding that the Legislature violated the single-subject rule in enacting the bill and that 
the issues regarding a waiting-period had already been litigated and decided.  The state appealed the ruling, and 
the Iowa Supreme Court heard oral arguments earlier this year.  The Court is expected to rule later this summer 

mailto:barbara.hunt@ialns.com
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF471&ga=87
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF359&ga=87
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=SF471&ga=87
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF594&ga=88
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RESPONSES FROM THE DEMOCRATS 

 
 

Senator Wahls released a short statement on the news: 

There’s no decision more life-changing than the choice to bring a child into the world.  It’s one  
of the most sacred, irrevocable, and private choices we get to make in life.  For that reason, the 
freedom to make this choice should rest solely with a pregnant person and their family, in 
consultation with their doctor.  The government has no business making that decision for 
Iowans.  This morning, abortion is still legal In Iowa.  However, without Roe, the freedom to 
choose is in grave danger.  Governor Reynolds and Republican politicians are hellbent on 
removing the freedom to choose from Iowa’s constitution.  A strong majority of Iowans support 
safe and legal abortion.  We cannot go back; Iowa Republican politicians are out of touch with 
Iowa values.  Iowa Democrats will always fight for the rights and freedoms of all Iowans - 
including the right to choose. 

Representative Konfrst also issued a statement: 

I am angry.  I am scared.  And I’m ready to fight back.  Everyone deserves the right to make their 
own health care decisions, especially when it comes to reproductive health care.  These 
decisions do not belong in the hands of politicians.  Iowans support reproductive freedom and 
access to legal and safe abortion.  We will continue fighting every day to ensure every family in 
Iowa has access to safe, legal abortions.”  
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APPROPRIATIONS BILLS 

 

AS OF TUESDAY MAY 3, 2022 

HF 2560 
AGRICULTURE  
& NATURAL RESOURCES 

Amended & Passed 
House 3.23 

In Senate 
Subcommittee 
3.29 

   

HF 2565 
ADMINISTRATION 
& REGULATION 

Amended & Passed 
House 3.24 

In Senate 
Subcommittee 
3.29 

   

HF 2564 
ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT 

Amended & Passed 
House 3.24 

In Senate 
Subcommittee 
3.29 

   

HF 2578 
HEALTH & HUMAN 
SERVICES 

Amended & Passed 
House 4.5 

In Senate 
Subcommittee 
4.12 

   

HF 2575 EDUCATION 
Amended & Passed 
House 3.29 

In Senate 
Subcommittee 
3.31 

   

HF 2558 JUDICIAL BRANCH 
Amended & Passed 
House 3.22 

In Senate 
Subcommittee 
3.24 

   

HF 2559 JUSTICE SYSTEMS 
Amended & Passed 
House 3.22 

in Senate 
Subcommittee 
3.24 

   

HF 2579 

REBUILD IOWA 
INFRASTRUCTURE FUND 
(RIIF) 

Amended & Passed 
House 4.5 

In Senate 
Subcommittee 
4.12 

   

 STANDING      

HF 2557 
TRANSPORTATION, 
INFRASTRUCTURE  
& CAPITALS 

Amended & Passed 
House 3.22 

PASSED Senate 
Committee 
4.13 

In Senate 
4.14 

  

 
 
 

TODAY IN THE LEGISLATURE 

 
 

House Files:  none (last introduced HF 2588) 
House Study Bills:  none (last introduced HSB 729) 
 
Senate Files:  none (last introduced SF 2383) 
Senate Study Bills:  none (last introduced SSB 3161) 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2560&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2565&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2564&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2578&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=89&ba=HF2575
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2558&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2559&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=89&ba=HF%202579
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2557&ga=89

